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returning to Palestine. That was purely a religious
hope. Modern Zionism, however, is essentially
political. It binds the collective significance of the
Jews to a distinctive nationalism which it ascribes to
them, and it seeks the fulfilment of their destiny
in the development and expression of national dis-
tinctiveness. That does not say that it may not be a
good thing. The fact that it is new is not an argu-
ment against it, much less a condemnation of it.

Modern Jewish nationalism is not an inner product
of Jewish life. It is the result of a modern European
development and the circumstances of the Jews. It
is partly European nationalism applied to the Jews,
and partly the result of pressure on the Jews by anti-
Semitism, which itself is in its modern form a pro*
duct of nationalism. Jewish nationalism and anti-
Semitism are two branches of the same tree, or, it
would perhaps be a more appropriate figure, two
currents from the same dynamo, and they affect one
another. They are both related to the growth of
nationalism in the modern world* They both look
upon the Jews as a distinctive nation.

The question whether Jewish nationalism is
theoretically valid cannot, however, be answered alto-
gether from history. The idea is new, it must find
its justification in present facts, circumstantial md